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NKFW 2019:  
ñListen to the North Korean Defectors: Then You Will Know the Truthò 
 
Dear Friends:   
 
It is my great honor and pleasure to provide you this report on the 16th annual North Korea Freedom 
Week to recognize and thank all the people and organizations who made the week such a great 
success and a powerful way to advance the cause of North Koreaôs freedom.  This report was 
prepared for you by Kang Seo, North Korea Human Rights Fellow for the Defense Forum Foundation, 
who also served as the coordinator and translator for our wonderful delegation.  A few things of 
particular note for this North Korea Freedom Week were the patriots of South Korea, private citizens 
and political leaders, who stepped up magnificently to ensure that the defectors had the means to 
come when it was learned that there would be no support from the Republic of Korea as in past 
years.  It is also important to note that Professor Nishioka Tsutomu of the National Association for 
the Rescue of Japanese Kidnapped by North Korea was the first to send support to Seoul for the 
delegation.  We also were pleased by the media coverage from CNN to Fox News in the USA to 
daily coverage by South Korean media outlets.  This yearôs theme was: Listen to the North Korean 
Defectors: Then You Will Know the Truth and events throughout the week featured the testimonies 
of North Korean defectors to focus attention on these topics listed below: 
 
Exposing Kim Jong Unôs Strategy: Latest Information from Inside North Korea: North Korean 
defectors had the opportunity at several venues to expose Kim Jong unôs strategy to maintain power 
and report on the latest information coming out of North Korea.  This included a panel session at the 
Heritage Foundation hosted by Bruce Klinger as well as an hour and a half session with Senior staff 
at the National Security Council. 
  
Human Rights Abuses Against the DPRK Military: Three eyewitnesses exposed the human rights 
abuses the Kim regime commits against its own military including the abuse of female soldiers by 
elites in the regime and the use of the military to carry out illegal activities ranging from stealing from 
citizens to drug smuggling to raise cash for the Kim family fund.  We are grateful to the Tom Lantos 
Human Rights Commission for helping us secure a room on Capitol Hill for that event. 
  
Chinaôs complicity in the enslavement of North Korean women and children: Focusing attention 
on Chinaôs complicity in North Koreaôs crimes against humanity received a lot of attention during the 
week and the closing day events included a demonstration at CCTV and at the Embassy of China.  
The Isabella Foundation organized an event at the Family Research Center which featured a brave 
young woman who survived the orphanage system in North Korea. Not many live through that 
experience.  
  
How Women Created the North Korean Market System: One of my favorite topics because it 
shows the indomitable spirit of the Korean people is how North Korean women created the free 
market system.  We were so thankful to Dr. Victor Cha and the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies for hosting two panel sessions on this topic including one featuring three North Korean 
female entrepreneurs/survivors.  
 



 
Troubling Changes in the South Korean Government in Their Treatment of North Korean 
Defectors:  Because we believe that the most effective activists to change the hearts and minds of 
the people of North Korea are the very ones who escaped, we had to address the topic of what they 
are now facing in their work under the current South Korean government.  We are grateful to 
Nicholas Eberstadt and the American Enterprise Institute for hosting a discussion on that topic. 
 
Can Regime Change Happen Peacefully from Within? Is there any hope that the Kim familyôs 70 
year plus reign of terror can be peacefully brought to an end by the very people who have escaped?  
The NKFW delegation sure thinks so and defectors working to make that happen explained why at a 
Capitol Hill Forum sponsored by the Defense Forum Foundation.  We were so grateful to David 
Maxwell, Senior Fellow at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies, for providing powerful opening 
remarks on why that is the best solution. 
 
Please enjoy these photos and acknowledgements for North Korea Freedom Week 2019.  We have 
also included links to the presentations and news articles for you. 
 
Until they are FREE, 
Suzanne Scholte and Kim Seong Min 
Co Chairs, North Korea Freedom Week 2019 
 
NORTH KOREA FREEDOM WEEK 2019 DEFECTOR DELEGATION  
 
Special witnesses on North Koreaôs strategy to maintain power/Defector NGO leaders 

Kim Seong-min (Free North Korea Radio) 

Kim Heung-kwang (North Korean Intellectualsô Solidarity) 

Kim Yong-hwa (North Korean Refugees Human Rights Association) 

Huh Kwang-il (Committee for the Democratization of North Korea) 

Choi Jeong-hun (North Korea Peopleôs Liberation Front)  

Park Sang-hak (Fighters for Free North Korea)  

Park Jung-oh (Keun Saem Education Center) 

 

Special witnesses on North Korean womenôs role in creating market system 

Lee Hyo-joo (Free North Korea Radio) 

Heo Cho-hee 

Kim Ji-young (Free North Korea Radio) 

 

Special witness on the human rights abuse against orphans 

Park Ji-hye  

 

Special witnesses on the human rights abuses against North Korean military 

Choi Yu-jin  

Kang Ri-hyuk (Free North Korea Radio) 

Jo Young-hwa (Free North Korea Radio) 

 

Additional Special Witnesses on North Korea Human Rights 

Noh Hye-ji (Free North Korea Radio) 

Kim Tae-hee (North Korean Defectorsô Alliance for Freedom and Human Rights) 

Han Young-Soon (North Korean Refugees Human Rights Association) 

Lee Yoon-man (North Korean Refugees Human Rights Association) 



 

Translators and Assistants to the Delegation 

Seo Kang (Defense Forum Foundation) 

Han Jin-sik (Free North Korea Radio) 

Baik Su-jung (North Korean Refugees Human Rights Association) 

Ahn Seong-ho (North Korean Refugees Human Rights Association) 

 

Major Grant Donors Supporting NKFW 2019 
 
Special thanks go to those South Korean patriots who supported the NKFW 2019 Defector delegation 
to cover their expenses including airfare. Due to the current South Korean governmentôs efforts to halt 
the work of North Korean defectors, the Ministry of Unification, which has supported NKFW every 
year, said they would only support the delegation if they would not raise their concerns about the 
current policy towards North Korea during the NKFW events. Refusing to accept such a condition, the 
North Korean defector delegation raised their own funding to cover their expense through donations 
from South Korean citizens and other human rights activists including the following: 
 
Professor Nishioka Tsutomu (National Association for the Rescue of Japanese Kidnapped by North 
Korea) 
Professor Lee Yong-hee (Esther Prayer Group) 
Assemblyman Kim Yong-tae (Liberty Korea Party) 
Mr. Shin Hye-sik (Youtube Shin ui han su (óA Move of Shinô) 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgOLQwRv1r2m9mhE1tfsn3Q 
Mr. Kim Jin (Youtube Kim Jin TV) https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBuR4YNGjfi_4ti8EUw8p1w 
And many other South Korean patriotic citizens including politicians. 
 
(News coverage on South Korean governmentôs interruption to stop NKFW delegation coming to the 
US and civil movement to raise funding for the delegation: 
http://news.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2019/03/18/2019031801453.html?utm_source=naver&utm_medium
=original&utm_campaign=news 
http://www.newdaily.co.kr/site/data/html/2019/03/27/2019032700154.html 

 
North Korean defector delegation held a press conference at the National Assembly on April 25 to 
announce the 16th North Korea Freedom Week. The press conference was organized with the 
support of the Korea Patriot Party North Korean Human Rights Committee and Assemblyman Cho 
Won-jin. 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgOLQwRv1r2m9mhE1tfsn3Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBuR4YNGjfi_4ti8EUw8p1w
http://news.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2019/03/18/2019031801453.html?utm_source=naver&utm_medium=original&utm_campaign=news
http://news.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2019/03/18/2019031801453.html?utm_source=naver&utm_medium=original&utm_campaign=news
http://www.newdaily.co.kr/site/data/html/2019/03/27/2019032700154.html


http://www.christiantoday.co.kr/news/321966 
https://news.naver.com/main/read.nhn?mode=LSD&mid=sec&sid1=123&oid=587&aid=0000000876 
 

Additional Supporters Donating for the NKFW Delegationôs Events 
 
Richard and Patricia Allen 
JEB Carney 
Dr. Thomas Chung 
Cathy and Ed Gillespie 
Alana Johnson 
Ms. Huh 
Annie Kim 
Young Chul Kim 
So Hee Lee 
Tai Lee 
 

Kook Hee Park 
Dr. In Young Park 
Nancy Purcell 
Mary Lynn Qurnell 
Dr. Jai Ryu 
Dr. Ok Cha Soh 
Diana Tull 
Rev. John Yoon 
Genuine Zu 
 

 
Sunday, April 28 
 
International Day of Prayer and Fasting for North Koreaôs FREEDOM  North Korea Freedom 
Week began with an international day of prayer and fasting.  Folks were invited to sign up to pray 
and fast on April 28th at https://www.april28.org/  We are grateful to Roxann Moss for setting up a 
website especially for this day and for Alana Johnson preparing special prayers and to those who 
prayed and fasted around the world for North Koreaôs freedom. 
  
9:30 AM Opening Day began with a Special Church Service at New Hope Bible Church, Front 
Royal, VA, hosted by Pastor Bobby Stepp and Wendy Wright, President of Christian Freedom 
International. Representative of the North Korean Refugeesô Human Rights Association, Kim Yong-
hwa spoke on behalf of NKFW 2019 delegation about recounted his long journey of escape to South 
Korea and his efforts to get information to North Korea through rice bottle launches. 
 

 

http://www.christiantoday.co.kr/news/321966
https://news.naver.com/main/read.nhn?mode=LSD&mid=sec&sid1=123&oid=587&aid=0000000876
https://www.april28.org/


 
(Photo Credit: Christianity Daily) 
http://www.christianitydaily.com/articles/9167/20190429/the-opening-of-the-16th-north-korea-freedom-week.htm 

  
3 PM Wreath Laying Ceremony Honoring Americans who Died and Served in the Korean War at 
the Korean War Memorial Hosted by the Korean War Memorial Foundation and the North 
Korean Peopleôs Liberation Front.  Former North Korean soldiers, now members of the North 
Korean Peopleôs Liberation Front, presented a wreath to honor the Americans who served and died 
for South Korea's freedom by pledging to devote their lives for North Korea's freedom. A special 
thanks to Korean War Veteran Dr. James Butcher (Korean War Combat Infantry Sargent) who 
gave inspiring remarks and Dr. James Fisher of the Korean War Memorial Foundation for hosting 
this meaningful event. Thank you to Ms. Paula Park of the Korean American Association of the 
Washington Metropolitan Area and Dr. Sekwon Chong of the Korea Freedom Alliance for joining. 
 
 

 

http://www.christianitydaily.com/articles/9167/20190429/the-opening-of-the-16th-north-korea-freedom-week.htm


 
 
http://kr.christianitydaily.com/articles/99954/20190428/%EB%A8%BC-
%EC%9D%B4%EB%B0%A9%EC%9D%98-%EB%95%85%EC%9D%98-
%EC%9E%90%EC%9C%A0-%EC%9C%84%ED%95%9C-
%EB%AF%B8%EA%B5%B0%EC%9D%98-%ED%9D%AC%EC%83%9D-
%EC%9E%8A%EC%A7%80-%EC%95%8A%EC%9D%84-%EA%B2%83.htm 
http://www.koreatimes.com/article/1244966 
 
 
Visit to Davidôs Tent North Korea Freedom Coalition member Nancy Purcell organized a visit to 
Davidôs Tent, which is a 24/7 place of nonstop prayer.  The North Korean defector delegation, 
American and South Korean citizens and representatives of Davidôs Tent prayed for North Koreaôs 
freedom.  
 
 

 
 
After a day of prayer and remembrance it was time to begin the events 
 
Monday, April 29 
 
10 AM US Department of State organized a meeting with the defector delegation. A special thank 
you to Julie Turner who put together a meaningful meeting that included many representatives within 
the State Department but also other branches of the US government interested in North Korea.    
 

http://kr.christianitydaily.com/articles/99954/20190428/%EB%A8%BC-%EC%9D%B4%EB%B0%A9%EC%9D%98-%EB%95%85%EC%9D%98-%EC%9E%90%EC%9C%A0-%EC%9C%84%ED%95%9C-%EB%AF%B8%EA%B5%B0%EC%9D%98-%ED%9D%AC%EC%83%9D-%EC%9E%8A%EC%A7%80-%EC%95%8A%EC%9D%84-%EA%B2%83.htm
http://kr.christianitydaily.com/articles/99954/20190428/%EB%A8%BC-%EC%9D%B4%EB%B0%A9%EC%9D%98-%EB%95%85%EC%9D%98-%EC%9E%90%EC%9C%A0-%EC%9C%84%ED%95%9C-%EB%AF%B8%EA%B5%B0%EC%9D%98-%ED%9D%AC%EC%83%9D-%EC%9E%8A%EC%A7%80-%EC%95%8A%EC%9D%84-%EA%B2%83.htm
http://kr.christianitydaily.com/articles/99954/20190428/%EB%A8%BC-%EC%9D%B4%EB%B0%A9%EC%9D%98-%EB%95%85%EC%9D%98-%EC%9E%90%EC%9C%A0-%EC%9C%84%ED%95%9C-%EB%AF%B8%EA%B5%B0%EC%9D%98-%ED%9D%AC%EC%83%9D-%EC%9E%8A%EC%A7%80-%EC%95%8A%EC%9D%84-%EA%B2%83.htm
http://kr.christianitydaily.com/articles/99954/20190428/%EB%A8%BC-%EC%9D%B4%EB%B0%A9%EC%9D%98-%EB%95%85%EC%9D%98-%EC%9E%90%EC%9C%A0-%EC%9C%84%ED%95%9C-%EB%AF%B8%EA%B5%B0%EC%9D%98-%ED%9D%AC%EC%83%9D-%EC%9E%8A%EC%A7%80-%EC%95%8A%EC%9D%84-%EA%B2%83.htm
http://kr.christianitydaily.com/articles/99954/20190428/%EB%A8%BC-%EC%9D%B4%EB%B0%A9%EC%9D%98-%EB%95%85%EC%9D%98-%EC%9E%90%EC%9C%A0-%EC%9C%84%ED%95%9C-%EB%AF%B8%EA%B5%B0%EC%9D%98-%ED%9D%AC%EC%83%9D-%EC%9E%8A%EC%A7%80-%EC%95%8A%EC%9D%84-%EA%B2%83.htm
http://www.koreatimes.com/article/1244966


2 PM Center for Strategic and International Studies and Dr. Victor Cha and NKFC Co-hosted  
Panel Sessions focusing on the topic: Women and Market Mechanisms in North Korea.  
An expert panel session featuring Ms. Amy Lehr (CSIS), Dr. Victor Cha (CSIS, Georgetown 
University), Dr. Andrew Yeo (The Catholic University of America) and Ms. Olivia Enos (The 
Heritage Foundation) discussed the market system in North Korea.  Their panel was followed by 
three North Korean defectors, Ms. Lee Hyo-joo, Ms. Heo Cho-hee, and Ms. Kim Ji-young, who 
described their experience in the market as examples of women who created the free market system 
in North Korea. The second session was moderated by Suzanne Scholte, President of Defense 
Forum Foundation and Chair of NKFC.  A full video can be found at 
https://www.csis.org/events/women-and-market-mechanisms-north-korea 
 

 

 
 
https://www.rfa.org/korean/in_focus/human_rights_defector/freedomweek-04302019144250.html 
https://www.voakorea.com/a/4896978.html 
https://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2019/04/29/Trading-in-North-Korea-markets-risky-
business-defectors-say/1441556582989/ 
http://news.kbs.co.kr/news/view.do?ncd=4190762&ref=A 
 
5 PM The Institute on Religion and Democracy hosted the Welcome Reception to Honor NKFW 
Delegation. As a founding member organization of the North Korea Freedom Coalition, the Institute 
of Religion and Democracy, led by Dr. Mark Tooley and Faith McDonnell arranged a special 
reception to welcome and greet the delegation of heroic men and women who came to bear witness 
and promote freedom for their homeland.  
 

https://www.csis.org/events/women-and-market-mechanisms-north-korea
https://www.rfa.org/korean/in_focus/human_rights_defector/freedomweek-04302019144250.html
https://www.voakorea.com/a/4896978.html
https://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2019/04/29/Trading-in-North-Korea-markets-risky-business-defectors-say/1441556582989/
https://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2019/04/29/Trading-in-North-Korea-markets-risky-business-defectors-say/1441556582989/
http://news.kbs.co.kr/news/view.do?ncd=4190762&ref=A

