
 

  
Report on Your Soellal Messages to North Korea 2018  

 
To:  
The Honorable Marco Rubio 
The Honorable John Barrasso 
The Honorable Ted Cruz 
The Honorable Ed Royce 
The Honorable Chris Smith 
The Honorable Brad Sherman 
The Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtinen 
The Honorable Steve Chabot 

The Honorable Mark Meadows 
The Honorable Ted Yoho 
The Honorable Tom Garrett 
The Honorable Alan Lowenthal 
The Honorable Doug Lamborn 
The Honorable Gus Bilirakis 
The Honorable Scot Desjarlais 

 
Fr: Suzanne Scholte 
 
Re: Report on Reactions from North Koreans to Your Messages: “More beautiful than any poetry” 
 
We can never thank you enough for the wonderful messages you sent for us to broadcast on Free North 
Korea Radio to North Korea this month for the Seollal (Korean New Year) holiday which started on February 
16th this year.  This program has become increasingly popular in North Korea, but also increasingly 
important in communicating the truth to the people of North Korea: that Americans care deeply for them and 
are not the “Yankee Imperialist wolves” who occupy South Korea and not the source of their suffering.  
These Seollal messages reveal the truth through your words, and we are pleased to report back to you the 
responses from both the staff of Free North Korea Radio but also people in North Korea who responded.  
We also got very favorable feedback from South Koreans who heard about the program. 
 
Here is the report from the Free North Korea Radio staff: 
 
Free North Korea Radio began airing the Seollal messages from Members of Congress beginning 
February 15th through their daily Short Wave broadcast to North Korea, SNS (social network service), and 
on the internet at their Free North Korea Radio Website www.fnkradio.com  
 
Messages from Senator Marco Rubio of Florida, Senator John Barrasso of Wyoming, Congressman Brad 
Sherman of California, Congresswoman Ileana Ros-Lehtinen of Florida, Congressman Steve Chabot of 
Ohio, Congressman Mark Meadows of North Carolina, Congressman Alan Lowenthal of California, 
Congressman Doug Lamborn of Colorado, Congressman Gus Bilirakis of Florida, and Congressman Scott 
DesJarlais of Tennessee began airing starting February 15th. 
 
Messages from Senator Ted Cruz of Texas, Congressman Ed Royce of California, Congressman 
Christopher Smith of New Jersey, Congressman Ted Yoho of Florida, Congressman Tom Garrett of Virginia 
began airing starting on February 16.   
 
According to the FNKR Staff, “Their messages resonated among the people inside and outside North 
Korea, and also in South Korea, as media there reported “these messages show the perfect examples of 
what South Korean Assemblymen should learn.”   
 
Response from Free North Korea Radio Listeners in North Korea 
North Korean listeners said: “every year in this season we listen closely to the New Year’s messages from 

US Members of Congress”, and “there are people who are even looking forward to listening to these 

messages.”   

http://www.fnkradio.com/


A listener from Hyesan, a retired Korean Worker’s Party official, said, “they were more beautiful than any 

poetry, any phrase and any love in the world,” and “please give my thanks to the US Members of Congress 

for not forgetting North Koreans who are under the brutal oppression of Kim Jong-un by sending these 

messages every year.”   

A North Korean named Oh who listened to the messages for the first time, said “I’ve always been told 

‘Americans are bastards’ but this is my first time encountering the love of Americans for North Koreans 

through the radio, which still made me a little bit confused. But I felt like I had to record the messages, so I 

did and listened to them over and over.” 

One of the FNKR listeners in Sinuiju, a teacher named Kim said “these days I often turn the channel to tune 

in to interesting radio programs from RFA and other stations broadcasting from South Korea, then I found 

out about this program from FNKR which aired the messages from American politicians congratulating us 

for the New Year. I could see how well FNKR has been recognized in the world.” 

FNKR staff reported: “In general, the North Korean listeners and sources in North Korea for FNKR are 

thrilled to hear from Americans, especially US politicians sending the messages every New Year, explaining 

their thoughts on North Korea and showing their love and encouragement to the North Korean people.  

Those who hear these radio messages, then spread their words to the people around them.” 

The staff of FNKR also sent their thanks to all the Members of Congress for participating in the Seollal 

broadcast and said they looked forward to hearing more heartfelt messages from US politicians for the 

coming holidays.  

Response from South Korean media 

The FNKR program got attention in the South Korean media as well.  The Chosun Daily, the most popular 

newspaper in South Korea, covered the messages from Members of Congress on their website 

http://pub.chosun.com/client/news/viw.asp?cate=C01&mcate=M1007&nNewsNumb=20180228075&nidx=2

8076  

and New Daily also reported about the fact that the US politicians sent the messages to North Korean 

people including photos of each Member of Congress:  

http://www.newdaily.co.kr/site/data/html/2018/02/21/2018022100040.html 

South Koreans who read these articles responded positively saying “this is exactly what South Korean 

politicians should learn and follow”, and “when the South Korean government is all for inviting Kim Yo-jong 

and other North Korean high ranking officials, it is so meaningful that American politicians announce that 

‘our concern is for the people of North Korea’ through the Free North Korea Radio broadcast to North 

Korea.” 

ALL messages that were broadcast to North Korea can be seen at 

www.defenseforumfoundation.org  

For more information contact DFF at 703-534-4313 or email: 
Suzanne@defenseforumfoundation.org 
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