INTERNATIONAL PROTEST SAMPLE LETTER 

September 22, 2011

His Excellency Hu Jintao
President, People’s Republic of China
c/ o His Excellency (PRC ambassador to your country)
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Address for embassy, or consulate

Dear Mr. President:

This week marks the 29th anniversary of China becoming a signatory to the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and the 1967 Protocol. By signing this agreement, China showed to the world its concern and desire to work with the international community in dealing with refugees who have entered your country.  

As citizens of (____________) , we beseech you to consider the plight of those refugees coming into China from North Korea and to ask that you honor your international treaty commitments by providing them access to the United Nations High Commission for Refugees, so that they will not be subjected to forced repatriation back to North Korea where they will face certain torture, certain imprisonment and in some cases execution for fleeing their homeland.

We understand and respect China’s concerns about its border and about the influx of refugees illegally entering China as they flee oppression, religious persecution, starvation and deprivation in North Korea.  However, there is no reason for them to remain a burden and concern for China as many nations have provided the opportunity for these refugees to be safely resettled.  Furthermore, unlike any refugee crisis in the world today, the North Korean refugees have a place to go for immediate resettlement as they are citizens of South Korea, under Articles 2 and 3 of the Republic of Korea Constitution. 

We believe working together with the international community and the UNHCR, China can show great leadership by resolving this crisis quickly and safely.  We petition you to cease your policy of repatriation and allow the international community to assist you in resettling North Korean refugees in South Korea and other willing nations.  

Please consider that this action would also be in the best interest of China as it will reinforce your  government’s call for Kim Jong-il to address the conditions in North Korea that have led so many of his citizens to risk their lives fleeing their homeland.

We look forward to your response. 

Sincerely, 

SIGN HERE

