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‘Candlelight Vigil for North Korean refugees held in front of
the White House’

A candlelight vigil for North Korean refugees in China was held in front of
the White House. The participants urged the heads of state of two nations,
the United States and China, to be more proactively involved with
protecting the North Korean refugees.

Accordion sound and a hymn sung by a North Korean defector echo in front of the White House.

Prayers to save the North Korean refugees in China, who are placed in the blind spot of human
rights protection in China, add an ardent, desperate longing.

At the hour that China’s President Hu Jintao and President Barak Obama of the United States had
the state dinner at the White House, 50 protesters with candles in hand prayed for North Korean
refugees, despite the bitter winter cold. A coffin symbolizing the refugees who were sacrificed in
China and in North Korea was placed in the middle of the protesters and caught the attention of
pedestrians walking by.

The vigil was attended by North Korean defectors and members of the North Korea Freedom
Coalition, which is an international coalition of North Korean human rights groups, and also
Korean-American Christians residing in the metropolitan Washington D.C. area.

Suzanne Scholte, the chairman of the NKFC, said that she organized the event to remember the
refugees whom the Chinese authorities forcibly repatriated to North Korea and to stop the tears of
the women refugees who are sold into sexual trafficking in China.

According to Chairman Scholte, North Korean defectors are the only refugees who have an
immediate resettlement country; Scholte emphasized and urged Chinese authorities to change
their policy.

Unlike other refugees who have to go through a complex process, North Koreans are immediately
accepted by the South Korean government, thus the international community should put pressure
on Chinese leaders, she said.

Vigil participants read a list of the names of repatriated North Korean refugees, and wished peace
for their souls.

Meanwhile, various demonstrations besides the candle light vigil for North Korean refugees were
held at Lafayette Park in front of the White House, including the Falun Gong and Tibetans, who
all urged human rights improvements within China.



