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‘China asked to suspend repatriation of North Koreans refugees’

On the evening of January 19th, human rights organizations held a rally in front of the White House,
where the heads of state of the United States and China were having a state dinner. They demanded
that President Hu Jintao immediately withdraw the forced repatriation policy of North Korean
refugees.

At 6 in the evening as darkness fell, candles were lit one by one in the park in front of the White
House in Washington DC. At the hour that Barack Obama and President Hu Jintao had the state
dinner, the protesters, with candles in hand and a white coffin in front, read the list of the names of
400 refugees who had been forcibly repatriated.

The North Korea Freedom Coalition, along with human rights organization in the United States and
some 50 members of other Korean-American group, urged the Chinese government to immediately
stop the policy of forcibly repatriating refugees to North Korea.

Suzanne Scholte, who organized the event as the chairman of the North Korea Freedom Coalition,
said that President Hu of China must listen to the cries of the refugees who are dragged back to
North Korea and are suffering because of the Chinese government’s policy.

Suzanne Scholte: We are gathered here together for the North Korean refugees who died due to
the Chinese policy of forced repatriation, for North Korean women who are trafficked to China, for
the orphaned children whose parents are sent back to the North, and for the repatriated refugees
who are living like slaves.

Ma Yong-Ae, the president of the North American Defectors’ Missionary Association, asked
President Hu, as the head of his own family, to guarantee the minimal level of human rights for
refugees.

Ma Young Ae: If he (Hu) has a conscience, hopefully he will take the side of the refugees’ human
rights, rather than repatriate those who came to China to escape from hunger.

Initially the plan was for the participants to walk in silence in front of the White House holding a
coffin, but the plan was canceled due to the tight security surrounding the state dinner for the two
presidents.

Last week, the North Korea Freedom Coalition sent President Obama a letter, asking him to deal
with the North Korea human rights issue during the US-China summit. On Jan 18th the Coalition
forwarded a letter to the Chinese Embassy in Washington, D.C. to urge the ceasing of the forced
repatriation policy of North Korean refugees.



