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“Stop Forced Repatriation” – DC Candlelight Vigil

A candlelight vigil to urge the protection of the human rights of North Korean refugees and for the Chinese government to 

cease their forced repatriation was held in Washington, D.C. on the evening of the 19th.

The gathering, which was hosted by the North Korea Freedom Coalition (Chairman, Suzanne Scholte), was held to coincide 

with the State Dinner between President Hu Jintao of China and President Barack Obama.

The participants at the rally read the names of those North Korean refugees who died as a result of the Chinese 

government’s forced repatriation policy.

Over 20 people gathered for the event, including members of the USA North Korean Defectors Mission Association (Director, 

Ma Young Ae), Korea Freedom Alliance (President, Peter Kang), Washington Korean Senior Citizens Coalition (President 

Jung Chang Geun) and other North Korean human rights and Korean-American organizations.


