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North Korea Freedom Coalition:
“China, stop forced repatriation of North Korean
refugees”

On January 19th at 6PM, the American human rights organization ‘North Korea Freedom
Coalition’, along with North Korean defectors and other Washington D.C. area Korean-
American group members, numbering around 50 people, held a candlelight vigil calling for
the Chinese government to immediately cease the forced repatriation of North Korea refugees
from China to North Korea.

The candlelight vigil was held while the state dinner between the two heads of state of China
and the U.S. was being held at the White House; the participants of the vigil called on
President Hu Jintao of China to stop the policy of forced repatriation.

Chairman Suzanne Scholte of the North Korea Freedom Coalition introduced a list
containing the names of 400 North Korean refugees who were repatriated to North Korea,
and stated that “we are gathered here to remember the North Korean refugees who have died
as a result of China’s repatriation policy; the North Korean women sold into sexual trafficking
in China; the North Korean children who have become orphans when their parents were
repatriated to North Korea, and finally, the refugees who are living like slaves in prison
camps in North Korea after they were repatriated”. She went on to state that “President Hu
must hear the cries of the refugees who have been sent back to North Korea and are suffering,
as a result of China’s policy of repatriation”.

Mrs. Ma Young Ae, a defector, said that if President Hu has a conscience he must protect the
human rights of the North Korean refugees.

The protesters had originally planned to carry a coffin symbolizing the North Korean refugees
who died, on the sidewalk in front of the White House but were barred from the area due to
last-minute security changes in light of the state dinner.

Meanwhile, the North Korea Freedom Coalition sent President Obama a letter last week
asking him to deal with the North Korea human rights issue during the US-China summit; on
Jan 18t the Coalition forwarded a letter to the Chinese Embassy in Washington, D.C. to urge
the ceasing of the forced repatriation policy of North Korean refugees.
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